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Synopsis

An introduction to the art of decorative patterning, of equal value to craftworkers, collectors and
students of art history. Trilling analyzes the historical importance of ornament across the world,
whether in the monumental architecture of Mycenean Greece or the inlaid vessels of Zhou Dynasty
China, in the bronze mirrors of early Celtic Britain, or the carved and woven ornament of Native
Americans. An impressive variety of ornament from the paleolithic age to the present day enables
the reader to appreciate both its inherent form and beauty. Individual styles and patterns are traced
through their evolution and interaction between cultures through trade, conquest and religious

influences.
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Customer Reviews

Although the ornamental has, in mainstream art-history circles, become "acceptable again" after
long-running modernist attacks, its "rehabilitation is far from complete," laments James Trilling
(Ornament), former curator at the Textile Museum in Washington, D.C. The Language of Ornament,
a visual and historical study with 246 illustrations (68 in color), begins in the Paleolithic era (an
English hand-ax) and ends with Matisse and a back-to-the-future look at one of the oldest forms of
ornament: tattoos. Trilling’s unabashed apologia for the beleaguered art form will speed its recovery.
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Considered one of the four major categories of art along with architecture, sculpture, and painting,
ornament is broadly defined as a complicated decorative patterning device that may exude intense
emotion, give pleasure, and enhance beauty. Trilling, who was curator of Old World Textiles at the
Textile Museum in Washington, DC, and who taught at the Rhode Island School of Design, provides
historical context for ornamentation and traces its use, development, and meaning from Paleolithic
times to the present. His beautifully integrated text is accompanied by descriptive illustrations and
dazzling examples. Broad chapters highlight the appreciation of ornament, sketches in art history,
ornament as conventional system, and ornament in the age of modernism. A welcome addition to all
libraries with a focus on design and design techniques. Stephen Allan Patrick, East Tennessee
State Univ. Libs., Johnson City Art Instruction By Daniel Lombardo, formerly with Jones Lib.,

Amherst, MA Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Lots of interesting concepts and arguments about ornament. Fascinating.

Loved this book - perfect introduction to the topic!

| have researched and used ornament from various cultures and time periods to incorporate it into
my woodblock prints.This book is truly informative. It is a clear introduction on the use and history of
ornament and an good explanation of why it partially disappeared in the 20th century (or mutated
into abstraction). it also has many small but good color reproductions to illustrate some key
points.Also, | am trying to get in touch with Mr. Trilling, if anybody knows his e-mail or address.

Thank you.
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